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The Green Clan

About it.

It takes moisture to keep mold alive. Since mold
is a form of fungus, it doesn’t need sunlight like a
plant. Instead of photosynthesis, mold gets energy
from whatever host it is living on. The host needs
a source of moisture such as a roof leak, or a leaky
pipe or faucet. The host can be drywall, a carpet,
some discarded clothing. This host stays moist
and feeds the mold. If the moisture is removed,
then the host will eventually dry and the mold will
die. In a humid summer, it could take a long time
for the host to dry up. Mold is scarce in winter.

Mold thrives in nature, and it shoots mold spores
into the atmosphere...millions of them. The spores
float around and eventually may settle on a damp
spot in your house. A little mold is harmless, and
even a lot of mold doesn’t pose much health threat
if you’re not allergic to it. When mold has proven
harmful is when exposure has been to an abun-
dance of mold over time. Mold that abundant has
usually been observed for some time because mold
makes a dramatic appearance when it starts living

on an indoor host. It’s greenish
or grayish splotches on a surface
that used to be solid and not
green at all. Please note that
there are no documented cases
where illnesses have been caused
by hidden molds in houses.

Once you’ve detected mold in
your house, it’s fairly easy to get
rid of. Soap and water will
eliminate it most of the time.
You can also try diluted bleach.
I’ve used bleach successfully
with mold on drywall. Remem-
ber to also eliminate the water
source. Mold needs water, so it
doesn’t show up much in a desert
even though its warm. Fix your
roof or pick up the clothes. Mil-
dew is mold invading damp
clothes or towels.

Don’t Forget to Winterize Your Home

It’s that time of the year,
and ,hopefully, you’ve taken steps
to winterize your home and pay less
on your fuel bill. Winterizing your
home consists mostly of sealing up
the air leaks in your doors and win-
dows. For those of you without
storm windows, it could mean tap-
ing plastic over your north and west
windows every winter.

The ideal time to do this is in the
fall, but it’s not too late in early
winter to try and cut down on your
heating bill. Cut down on the drafts
of outside air into the house, and
you can save on the energy bill.

Eliminating the drafts
can be achieved through
such measures as caulk-
ing and weather-
stripping, as well as cov-
ering your windows
with plastic. These sim-
ple measures can be ef-
fective in lowering a
propane bill.

Also, you should in-
sulate any exposed water
lines, keep your thermo-
stat at 55 ° or higher if
you go on vacation.
Don’t forget to change

filters on your fur-
nace. Also, remem-
ber our article about
Vampire Power loss
from appliances left
plugged in. So un-
plug and save.







